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Hello to all the 
Academy members 
and friends.  I hope 
your spring has been 
good and plans for the 
summer are in full 
swing.  As you know 
departments across 

the country are facing some of the most 
difficult budgets any of us can 
remember.  To those of you who are 
facing these reductions and the difficult 
task of talking to employees losing their 
jobs I send you support and compassion 
for what you are facing.  The economy 
seems to be warming up, but many of 
our agencies will see continuing budget 
cuts for the next few years.  

 You soon will be seeing information 
about nominating new members and I 
hope youõll search for the best to bring 
into the Academy.  Also look for 
nominations for externs to attend our 
meeting this fall.   

 Have a wonderful summer and let us 
know if there is anything we can do to 
help you! 

Thanks, Jim 

As this year is the 30th anniversary of 
the founding of the Academy, we 
thought it might be a good time to 
remember the beginning of this great 
organization and the leaders who made 
it all happen. Here are some excerpts 
from the History of American Academy 
for Park and Recreation Administration 
1980-1990: 

October 22, 1980 - Twenty-nine park 
and recreation professionals gathered at 
the Adams Hotel during the NRPA 
Congress for Recreation and Parks at 
the call and invitation of Frank Vaydik 
for the purpose of discussing the 
founding of a new organization - The 
American Academy for Park and 
Recreation Administration. 

The consensus of the discussion at the 
meeting was that such an academy was 
needed. A motion to appoint Frank 
Vaydik as temporary President of the 
Academy was moved by Mary Grogan, 
seconded by David Laidlaw, and passed. 

Nash Castro moved, and was seconded 
by Ralph Wilson that the following 
resolution be adopted (next page): 
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RESOLUTION 

We the undersigned, meeting in Phoenix, Arizona 
on this 22nd day of October, 1980, and other 
interested colleagues not present here today, hereby 
endorse the establishment of the American 
Academy for Park and Recreation Administration, 
as well as its principles, concept and objectives, as 
outlined in its preamble, and we each hereby 
contribute or pledge the sum of $100.00 to assist 
with the costs of the organization. 

PREAMBLE 

òWe, the concerned parks and recreation 
professionals of America, in order to promote 
understanding of parks and recreation goals and 
methods, to increase knowledge through 
encouraging its gathering, organization and 
dissemination, and to unify and strengthen our 
purposes, all toward improving the quality of life in 
America, do hereby decree the establishment of an 
Academy of illustrious parks and recreation fellows 
to undertake this charge.ó 

SIGNATORIES  

ĆThomas P. Allen, Jr. 
ĆJoseph J. Bannon 
ĆWilliam Bird 
ĆNash Castro 
ĆCharles Christiansen 
ĆJerry Darter 
ĆJohn H. Davis 
ĆPauline des Granges 
ĆWilliam C. Forrey 
ĆRobert Frazer  
ĆClifton F. French 
ĆMary Grogan 
ĆCharles Hartsoe 
ĆArthur Janura 
History of American Academy for Park and Recreation 
Administration 1980-1990 was written by Bob Toalson 
with historical background by Charlie Hartsoe, funded by the 
National Recreation Foundation, and published by Sagamore 
Publishing. 

Notes From The AAPRA Office 
As you may have 
noticed, the NRPA 
Congress will end on 
Friday this year, and 
members have been 
asking about the 
meeting schedule. The 
Board has decided to 
stick with its usual 
Thursday schedule, which will mean the Board 
Meeting, New Member Orientation, and General 
Membership Meeting will be Thursday morning, and 
the Banquet will be Thursday evening. We plan to 
schedule the Foundation Meeting early Wednesday 
morning, and the JPRA Associate Editors Meeting 
on Friday morning. We will let you know about 
building and room assignments when we have more 
information. 

Harvey Feldman has been hard at work planning an 
outstanding banquet this year. Details are being 
finalized now for a memorable evening at the 
Nicollet Island Pavilion, described as "your island 
oasis just across the river from downtown 
Minneapolis."  The Academy is pleased to announce 
that Landscape Structures will be sponsoring the 
banquet.  Landscape Structures is also working on a 
project for the National Congress that members 
may be interested in, more to come. 

There are still a few members who have not paid 
their 2010 dues. Please take care of this right away. 

Thanks to those of you who have provided bios, 
photos or updated information for the Academy's 
website. We want to keep the information as current 
as possible, so if you haven't visited the site in a 
while, please take the time to review it and send 
updates. 

Membership Directories are posted on the website, 
and we encourage you to access the electronic 
version. Hard copies are available upon request. 
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ĆDavid O. Laidlaw 
ĆRobert Lodell 
ĆJames Mertes 
ĆJames A. Peterson 
ĆLeslie M. Reid 
ĆRobert Ruhe 
ĆKenneth J. Smithee 
ĆRobert F. Toalson 
ĆRichard Trudeau 
ĆLouis F. Twardzik 
ĆFrank Vaydik 
ĆNathaniel Washington 
ĆArthur T. Wilcox 
ĆRalph C. Wilson  
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Agency Resources and 
Services Committee 
Max Ramsey 

We were expecting to be entrenched in answering 
inquiries resulting from enhanced promotion of our 
Consulting Services program which was to be given 
a boost by NRPA through their publications. We 
have had a few information assistance requests but 
the word really isnõt out yet.  NRPA help is still 
promised, but as most of you know, they have had 
many other issues to deal with. 

We have been alerted by them for help with a 
possible Pre-Congress Symposium on special 
selected issues to be debated and possible solutions 
proposed by those attending. Our committee would 
be asked to suggest topics and help facilitate the 
session.  However, I have requested a current status 
report on this possibility on two occasions but 
received no response to date. 

Phil Hayward, NRPA Editor, expressed desire to go 
ahead with a feature column for one of the 
publications on Park Practices/Best Practices ideas 
and concepts that our Park Practice subcommittee 
would facilitate.  He also was ready to assist us by 
placing an introductory article about the Consulting 
Services Program in the magazine.  That also has yet 
to be rescheduled.  Again, they have had more 
serious issues to deal with and need our patience.  
Phil had done a good job of refreshing their 
newsletter format and we hope he will have a way to 
give us continued promotion of Consulting Services. 

Were able to take the design services provided by 
Vern Hartenburg, and his Cleveland Metroparks 
staff to produce our stand-up posters on the 
Consulting Services Program. These would be used 
with our brochures for advertising that program at 
related meetings and conferences.  Andee Chestnut 
has a limited number of these posters available for 
our Committee members or others to use in helping 
get the word out on this òfreeó expertise concept.  

Please help if you can!  Jane Adams and Michal Lord 
have helped greatly by distributing our Poster/
Brochure packages to the 38 State Park and 
Recreation organizations to display at their meetings 
and conferences.  Jane wrote an excellent letter 
seeking their help in getting the word out on our 
program (see below). Thanks you two! 

Our committee remains ready to assist the Academy 
Board if it wishes to initiate efforts to officially get 
better acquainted with other agencies and 
organization anywhere in the world toward 
improving working relations, this assisting the 
mutual success of the mission of each. 

Now, we again appeal for your help in sharing 
information about the outreach of the Academy to 
give quality help and service to others in Parks and 
Recreation fields. 

Letter for the Professional 
Consulting Services Program 
The American Academy for Park & Recreation 
Administration (AAPRA) has re-instituted one of its 
best services ð especially in this time of tight 
resources ð their Professional Services program. This 
program matches the expertise of Academy members 
with the needs of an agency! The consultation service 
is free! Yes, FREE! The exception is any direct 
expenses the Academy member(s) may occur in 
executing the review, evaluation, or strategy 
development. As there are Academy members in 
many states, it is likely the agency will receive top-
notch consultation at no charge!  

The Academy respectfully requests you promote this 
free service at training programs in your state. If you 
would like additional brochures, please contact 
Andee Chestnut, AAPRA, achestnut@aol.com, 
217.586.3360, and she will get them to you. 

Thanks in advance for helping to promote this 
valuable service! I know your members will 
appreciate and benefit from this service! 
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JPRA Special Offers 
The Journal of Park and Recreation Administration 
(JPRA) is one of the Academyõs longest-standing 
endeavors.  It was established in 1983 as a joint 
effort between AAPRA, Indiana University and the 
University of Illinois with a grant provided by the 
National Recreation Foundation. The JPRA is the 
most holistic journal of its kind, archiving 27 years 
of research and practice. 

Sagamore Publishing and the Academy are offering 
first-time subscribers a special introductory offer. A 
one-year agency subscription to JPRA regularly costs 
$195.00. For a limited time, agencies can subscribe 
to the Journal at 25, 30, and 35% discounts. If you 
know individuals at agencies who are not currently 
subscribing, make sure they are aware of this offer. 

Another of the Academyõs most notable efforts is 
being a sponsor of the Cornelius Amory Pugsley 
Award. Since 1928, these prestigious medals have 
been awarded to public parks activists for 
extraordinary service throughout the United States. 

Twentieth Century Champions of Parks and 
Conservation: The Pugsley Medal Recipients, written by 
Dr. John Crompton, documents 82 years of 
distinguished service by individuals in the field of parks 
and recreation.  These historic coffee table books 
profile each recipient who has received the Pugsley 
Award and are a valuable resource to any organization 
in the field. For a limited time, both volumes of this 
important publication can be purchased for $50.00. 

To take advantage of either of these offers, contact 
Elaina Buhs at Sagamore Publishing at 800-327-5557 
or books@sagamorepub.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

Gold Medal Committee 
Jackie Wallenstein 

Spring is in the air 
ð which means the 
Gold Medal Judges 
are very busy going 
through the sixty 
applications that we 
received this year!  
We had a mix of 
online and hard 
copy applications, 
but everything was 
shared with the 
judges via compact 
disk.  Hopefully we saved at least one tree!  Here is a 
breakdown of the applications/class: 

Class I - 16 

Class II - 7 

Class III - 24 

Class IV - 9 

Class V - 6 

Total Applications - 62 

The Gold Medal Finalists will announced by the end 
of April! 

Please contact us with any questions about the Gold 
Medal Program ð awards@nrpa.org. 

Technology Task Force 
Kathy Perales 

The Technology Task Force Group is currently 
deliberating or topics and priorities for the 
Academy.  What does your team/work group do 
inside the Academy?  What thoughts do you have 
that would be useful for the Academy? 

Send your comments and thoughts to Kathy 
Spangler (KathyS@americaspromise.org) or Kathy 
Perales (Kathleen.Perales@usace.army.mil) 
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