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On behalf of the 
Academy, Iõd like to 
extend our sympathy 
to Mary Groganõs 
family and all her 
friends.  We have all 
lost a true professional, 
friend and outstanding 

human being.  She will be missed by all 
of us, but the legacy and example she 
leaves will be with us always. 

We have asked all of our Committee Chairs 
to develop a few key initiatives to work on 
this year and many are off to a great 
start.  If you are new member or a 
seasoned part of the team, we need each of 
you to participate.  Our Committee list is 
on line and I encourage you to get 
involved.  For example, we need one of 
you talented folks to set up and help Susan 
with the newsletter and transition to 
editor.  Donõt make us come to your house! 

I will be traveling to the NRPA Legislative 
Forum in March and would enjoy meeting 
with any of our members who plan to 
attend.  Please drop me a note and letõs 
plan to meet in Washington.  Iõm planning 
to discuss the Academyõs role and 
relationship with the NRPA leadership 
team and hope youõll join me. 

Dues invoices have been sent. Make 
sure your payment is received by the 
March 31st deadline to avoid any late 
assessments. Remember also to send 
updated website bio information and/
or photos, as well as any changes in 
contact information for the directories. 
Please send to AChestnut@aol.com or 
PO Box 1040, Mahomet, IL 61853. 

Board Meeting Update 

Most of the Board Meeting focused on 
planning for the year. The budget was 
approved, and tentative committee and 
task force lists were reviewed. The Board 
also agreed promotion of JPRA 
subscriptions would be one of the priority 
goals for this year and passed a motion to 
move forward in determining the best 
mechanism to achieve this.  The Academy 
will be working with all members to get 
the word out about the Journal. 

Included on page 3 in the newsletter is a 
list of committee assignments.  Please 
contact Andee if there are errors or 
someone is missing from the list. 

Foundation Update 

Final Foundation Participation for 2009 
was 50%.  Please consider a donation on 
behalf of Mary Grogan 

GOAL = 100% 
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Academy Pugsley Committee 
Vern Hartenburg 

The Academy Pugsley Committee is accepting 2010 
Pugsley Medal nominations!  Submit candidate 
resumes by April 1 to Committee Chair Vern 
Hartenburg at vjh@clevelandmetroparks.com or 
telephone 216-635-3295 for discussion/questions. 

Pugsley nominations recognize outstanding 
òlifetimeó contributions of individuals who have: 

ĆPreserved, enhanced or created park values which 
significantly enriched the lives of people, 

ĆReflect original, courageous decisions and actions 
that are dedicated to the public well being, 

ĆSignificantly developed or refined techniques 
which have advanced the effectiveness of park and 
conservation programs. 

Gold Medal Committee 
Jackie Wallenstein 

Happy New Year ð and 
Happy New Gold Medal 
Programming Year!  In 
November of 2009, we 
launched the online 
application for the 2010 
Gold Medal Program.  The 
application can be found 
through the Gold Medal 
page of the NRPA website: 

http://www.nrpa.org/Content.aspx?id=650. We are 
very excited to be going GREEN this year, and 
encourage all agencies to apply on line!  To date we 
have had more that 200 visitors to the online 
application!  We are looking forward to a great pool 
of applicants for 2010. 

Please contact us with any questions about the Gold 
Medal Program - awards@nrpa.org. 

Agency Services & Resources 
Max Ramsey, Chair 
Michelle Park, Vice-Chair 
Jane Adams 
Lawrence Allen 
Bill Beckner 
Don Cochran 
Chris Dropinski 
Bob Espeseth 
Jim Garges 
Darrell Lewis 
Michal Anne Lord 
Bill McKinney 
Bill Nelson 
Jim Niskanen 
Bonnie Noble 
Joe OõNeill 
Kathleen Perales 
Phil Rea 
Richard Rose 
Jody Stowers 
Dean Tice 
Gail Elder White 

Park Practices Oversight 
Max Ramsey, Chair 
Art Anselene 
Joe Bannon 
Bill Clevenger 
Dan Dustin 
Chris Jarvi 
Mike Kane 
Darrell Lewis 
Fran Mainella 
Jerry Pagac 
Brett Wright 

Best Paper Award 
Jim Hall, Chair 
Dan Dustin 
John Hultsman 
Nancy MacCartney 
Joe OõNeill 
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