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When my term as opportunities for Academy members
President started,will be provided to serve as facilitators
there were six for these roundtable discussion sessions.
| initiatives  introduced C The Board of Directors has authorized
| in Baltimore and the President and Secretary to enter into
described in the winternegotiations for a twgear pilot
¢ Park District Passes Presi dent 0 progrde swdth gtlee. Council on
$500 Million Bond At the midt e r m, Actréditation (COA) as an Association
¢ Schmitt Joins pleased to update theAffiliate. This proposal was submitted to
CaEslE Academy membership with recerthe Academy by one of our new
actions through this progress report. members, Gary Ellis, Professor and
Department Head at Texas A&M
Hniversity. As an affiliate, the Academy

C Michigan Announces
Bill to lower Park Fee

Participation 1. Partnering and Leadership
CThe National Recreation Foundatio

in the named the Academy as recipient of Sy unlquely_posmonéd\mth the tNaIent
Academy $25,000 grant for NRPA boarc'd expertise of our membership
Foundation development and traininghanks to develop and recommend accreditation

§tandards to assist COA and also
rtner with NRPA on this effort.
With approval of the blaws
endment recommended by the Urban
ark Directors Task Force adding a new

¢ During the recent National Legislativlff‘rge"’\LgenCy director membersh!p
Forum on Parks and Recreation ifitcd0"Y: the Board approved making

Washington, D.C., Mike Kane, NRP € -|:1SdeOI‘C€ S %tandgg kcolrjr)mlttee of
Chief of Knowledge and Learningt € Academy .( rban Fark |rect9rs).
expressed interest in having Acade mbers of _thls committee include: Joe
Only 19% so far... members assist with a new educatigfy "> (Chair), Jim Garges, Dale Larsen,
format that Mike is recommending fo arvin Billups, Mark McHenry, Carolyn

the Annual Congress in Salt Lake Ci _cKInlgh'eBray, Jerry Pagac and Bill
As this concept evolves, leadersh -aizo.

the efforts of Charlie Hartsoe. A Lette
of Understanding between the Acade

and NRPA has been executed a
NRPA board development is schedul

to start in May 2009.

GOAL =100%

We have a long
way to grow!
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2. Advancement of the Profession and Academy5. Fiscal Stability

Initiatives through Corporate Support CThe goal of 100% annual participation in
C The Pugsley Committee has prepared and releasattibutions to the Academy Foundation was
a RFP to prospective sponsors to provide a lostarted late in fall 2008. For the past year, the
term funding source for the program, similar to hgarticipation level was 40%; to date for the
the National Gold Medal Awards Program Bsegi nning of this year,
structured. Vern Hartenburg, Vadwir, has takenh av e n 6t made your 20009
the lead role in soliciting proposals. Please conpdedse do so ndwit is greatly appreciated and
Vern if you have any ideas or thoughts on potentialps to keep us solvent and able to fund efforts
sponsors willing to enter into a multydar related to our purpose.
sponsorship agreement. C The fiscal impact of the two actions mentioned in
CA ofeivres td (at | e a syear initiativen¥2 (Corporate Suppbrt) Havle the potential
institutional knowledge) Annual Banquet Spongorfurther improve our budget condition and will be
has been identified to assist in providing fundscdmmmunicated once all details are finalized.
make sure the annual banquet remains affordabl
and profitable. More details on this will %}?q—lave Fun:

) . ) bgThe economic downturn has been a little
forthcoming once the check is received.

depressing to say the l|éasspecially those

3. Academy Transition agencies affected by budget cuts, reductions in
CWith John Pottsd r et icoeferemaet andh traing rexpenses rahd a sthec
outstanding 1gear Executive Secretary/Treasureersonal level, 401(k) retirement accounts that are
and voice of fiscal conscience, the transition begaw less than 201(k). Despite the daily grind and
this past fall. Rich Grodsky has hit the grouddd oom and gl oomé foreca
running as Jiithdiesis suah @lkthis the markett shot up nearly 500 points today!),
thingi and will serve the Academy well in his nédwe t 8 s use t he NRPA Anr
role. Fortunately, the glue that holds everythiogportunity to put an end to bad economic fiews
together, Andee Chestnut, agreed to continugh better days ahead by celebrating in Salt Lake
serving as our Administrative Liaison. City at our exceptional banquet venue that Dan
C Coordination with the incoming President Jibustin has booked for fighe University of Utah
Garges is ongoing and the Board and sev&tadium Club and site of the 2002 Olympic Closing
members have recommended that those task fo@eseemonigsy ou dondét want to
whose original purpose has been completed ormaeek your calendars now, register and make travel
no longer active be sunset during the netansto meet usin Salt Lake City, October 13 to 16.

Presidential appointments in October, 2009. As you see, in five months time the Acadeasya

.CA.S yo;J (;:a}n Le?r?lllyksete, ttr?e .B.l:."et.t'n h?SEZ't% nteer, primarily dudssed professional
Invigorated 100 anxs 1o the Initiative o Hrganization is active and responsive in fulfilling

Susan Trautman. | think you will agree that the n purpose and mission. Please accept my sincere

look is refreshing! appreciation for all that each member contributes to
4. Board Governance further the park, conservation and recreation
CThe Board reviewed the topic of multyg@r movement.

terms for officers as requested by Max Ramsey. The

consensus was to continue with the current bo&teve Messerli

governance of ongear terms.
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Committee Reports

Start Thinking about NEW Re-Positioning Parks and
AAPRA Members NOW! Recreation
Karla Henderson Barry Weiss

In a few weeks you will receive a letter regardigvo page position paper has been prepared on the
worthy nominations for consideration to becomefac a d e my 0 s-pogtibnaparkstammd recreation
member of the Academy for Park and Recreatasan essential service. The next step is to meet with
Administration. This year we will likely hawRPA leadership. The desire is for NRPA to lead
openings for a dozen or so practitioners andth® repositioning effort in a comprehensive
couple of educatorddany people in our field are nationwide approach. President Steve Messerli has
providing great leadership and we need to had an initial conversation with NRPA Executive
recognize that outstanding service. We want to Director Barbara Tulipane. A meeting with NRPA
honor individuals who have madeajor leaders and Academy representatives will be held at
contributions during their career in our field. the NRPA Congress at Salt Lake City in October.

Further details about the Application Ruled/Nis will give us time to develop enhanced materials
Guidelines and the Membership Application Forf@f discussions with NRPA.

will be forthcoming. Please begin to think abome Academy Board of Directors accepted this
people who meet theminimum requirements approach at their February 18, 2009 meeting. The
including having served in a high level position B¥ard offered several good ideas that the task force
no less than 15 years and holding a BA or BS degiework to accomplish, including working with the
In addition, he/she should be a recognized leadeyiban Directors, working with the state
the parks and recreation field either as an educateisgbciations, formatting our proposal according to
a practitioner. He/she should have demonstratefJRPA Board documents and presenting a

record of participating in state, regional, and natiagghpilation of implementation tools to NRPA.
professional organizations, and he/she should h

contributed to the field through his/her writing an
public speaking appearances.

ve T
s]ext steps for the Positioning Task Force are to
compile, in one place, implementation tools such as
’ _ _ how to determine proximate value of real estate,
The_ Membershlp . Com_mlttee Wl”_ C?” fOfneasure a decrease in juvenile crime or an increase
nominations later this spring. All nominations Wi academic performance. The position paper states
be submitted electronically. The committee WHht many tools for implementing the positioning
screen the app_llcants and make recommendatlonﬁrg)[egy are already available, including work by
the Board of Directors of the Academy. Professors John Crompton and Geoffrey Godbey,
Thank you in advance for your thoughtfulnesxisting NRPA advocacy and public policy tools,
cooperation, and support regarding this vengividual agency tools delivered at NRPA Reitz
important aspect of the Academy's work every yeltarketing and Revenue Sources Management

Karla Henderson, 2009 Membership chazchool and tools developed by states and cities
Professor at North Carolina State Universiyiccessfully implementing the strategy.

Karla_henderson@ncsu.edu Note: For a copy of the Position Paper and/or the

Other 2009 Membership Committee membeRePositioning Plan please contact Barry Weiss at
Marvin Billups (Vie€hair), Michael Blazey, Alicéedtailow@comcast.net or (925)-6601.
Conkey, Steve Messerli, Bill Mitchell, Bill Palmer
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Committee Reports

Agency SGI’VlCGS Commlttee We are gettlng SpECial h6|p from Fran Mainella,
urging key people and friends to write now. Of

Max Ramsey course Brett Wright, our Editor, has been pushing

1. Bill McKinney is distributing our reference copiddard, even in the face of resignation of his Co

of the recently completed membership talent survigitor; Bill Hammett (well, nothing has come easy
update for use in the Consulting Services Prograr@ this). Darrell Lewis has reached out to other key
The first two attempts resulted in a response of orffjofessionals, and Mary Columbe, Recreation
about 60% of our members. Efforts at Congress aRfector, U.S. Army Corp of Engineers, has been
an appeal afterward resulted in a final return of jugspecially helpful, not only recruiting for our

over 80%, which is the same we have had in earliBfogram and subscriptions in her own agency, but

surveys. Much thanks to Bill, and to the Universitysetting up generic program materials to be used
of Illinois, for sponsoring this project again! elsewhere. Meredith Bridgers has given us several

he eff i . i I deas as wel | . We ask
2. The effort toward Consulting Services wi NOW gncouragement to get this program started.

center on marketing the program and determining
how well the system works. Michelle Park (never

seen a more appropriate name/profession match.q":‘OId Medal Update
her last name had been Obama, she would now lJackie Wallenstein, NPRA

President) will soon be preparing a marketing pIzaIZ{\S we wrap up the 2008 budget, and put the final

for the_ program_for our review. We hav_e been touches on 2009, the 2009 Gold Medal Program is
receiving more inquiries about the services. now in the hands of the Judges

3. We are still in discussions with Meredith Brldg% received 70 App"cations:
NRPA, about helping them with the computer

oriented, distance learning technique for technical Total Class | 14

assistance delivery. Total Class Il 15

4. Peter Murphy is drafting a short policy statement Total Class IIl 17

for the Boardods consideratiron of future issues
matters where copyright or trademark concerns may  Total Class IV 6

be involved. Thanks Peter, you have been a valuable Tgtg] Class Vv 12

legal advisor for our committee for some time. Also,

thanks to the Illinois Association of Park Districts. Total State 6

5. Our Park Practices Committee is heavily involved 10t@l Applications 70

in trying to get articles suitable for our two flagshifrhis is consistent with the number of applications
issues submitted for editorial review, and other we 6 v e r e c e idwiahdan inoneast im éhe p ¢
articles to build up a compendium of possibilities number of State applicationsven with the issues

for future content. We are committed to getting thin the economy, the Park and Recreation
right kind of input for these two free issues which Professionals still see the value in the Gold Medal
will set the tone for securing subscribers to the  Program! The Judges have a lot of work ahead of
program, and we will not publish an issue until wehem, as they read through each and every one of
have them. With all the government transition goitige applicationslf you have any questions related
on, it is hard to get some people to respond, but we the Gold Medal Awards Program, please contact
are starting to get results. us at awards@nrpa.org.
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Committee Reports

2009 Young Professionals Application:
Applications will be available after April 1, 2009 at

Externship: NRPA Congress WWw.aapra.org or michalannelord@traps.org

The Externship Program enables outstanding yom#hdline:

professionals 35 years of age and younger in ARjications and support materials must be received
parks and recreation field to interact with and ledi|ater than Monday, June 15, 2009.

from members of the American Academy for Park T

and Recreation, and other individuals who attepigomit completed application to:

the NRPA Congress and its associated meetingsMifihal Anne Lord,

to four Externs are selected each year, in which @RRP, TRS/TXC

are Ernest T. Atwell diversity externships. Externship Committee,

Externs are paired with Academy members wh@xas Recreation & Park Society
serve as mentors during the NRPA CongreB§) Box 5188

Externs may attend selected NRPA Congrdssmestown, TX 78645

meetings, socials, and educational sessions with their

mentors or on their own. Mentors help introduc§' rt

Externs to their contacts and widen the you I st Os Cr _e dit
professional s& net wor ke nex maséead wag ereatethusiggradotpgraply
must write a brief evaluation report including 1)amt i t 1 ed o0Foggy Morning
overview of the activities they were involved Ry Artist Beth Goyer; Beth served as a Parks and
during the Congress; 2) what they have gained fR@greation Commissioner for the City of Des Peres
the program; and 3) strengths and weaknesses ofothéen years. She is a retired art teacher who now

program, along with suggestions for futuf@ends her time using her talents and traveling. In

improvement_ 2006, Bet hds artwork W &
. T o Missouri Arts Council Awards Poster. For more on

Minimum Eligibility Criteria: her works of art check out:

1. Age 35 years or younger.

2. Degree in parks and recreation or a related fiel

3. At least three years of tithe experience in the
parks and recreation field or in a related field.

4. Current position of at least the specialist ¢{
coordinator level with responsibility for progra
planning, administration, or supervision.

5. Involvement with state, regional and/or nation3
park and recreation associations/ societies,
related field organizations.

6. Hold designation as a Certified Park a
Recreation Professional (CPRP) or be a registe
professional under an approved certificatio

program. 0OFoggy Morning Des Pere
7. Previous Academy Externs are not eligible.

Bttp://www.bethgoyer.com
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From Our Members

Little Sugar Creek Greenway  East Bay Regional Park District
in Charlotte -Mecklenburg Passes $500 Million Bond

The Little Sugar Creek Greenway project is m&tBelly Lewis
than a mile long, built by a partnership between
Mecklenburg County Park and Recreation
Department and Charlotidecklenburg Storm
Water Services.

Grants totaling more than $10 million from the North
Carolina Department of Transportation and the Clean
Water Management Trust Fund spurred the Little
Sugar Creek Greenway which includes extensive
stream restoration and enhancement as well as
construction of parks, gardens, fountains, and artwork.

The project is also fostering more than $267 million OAKL AND, CA 3 The East Bay Regional Park

private development including condominiu L ) :
restaurants and shopping. The new linear park rict is still celebrating the recent passage of

trail wi || connect Ch e[aqurgtV\/tWe %ﬁ Reqﬁogﬂ\)/(gge%ﬁp ce, ild{if%

; | Pi . lege. oreline and Parks Bon tension, placed on the
campus of Central Piedmont Community College. | - 4, 2008 ballot. The $500 million bond

Michigan Lawmakers Announce measure needed a tthirds vote to pass, which has
been increasingly difficult for all agencies to

Bills to Reduce Annual Park Fee accomplish in recent years. The East Bay Regional
Amanda Price Park District bond did pass with an impressive 72%

LANSING, MI - State lawmakers on March lé),f the public voting oye
2009 announced bipartisan, bicameral legislaiohhi s was the | argest | o
that would reduce the annual park entrance feetfdt € hi st ory of this nati
state residents from $24 to $10 through Hi@t, even during an economic downturn, people care
alternative fundi ng plaBodt presgrying ppen: space) ané apprecige hkaying
and Recreational Areas, which will celebrate tiRelfaces cl ose to home for

90th Anni thi : . . .
A SISaTy TS YEAr | Schmitt Joins Washington Parks
The twabill package would provide a ldgagn

funding source for state parkscal recreation aNd Recreation Commission

programs, boating access sites, anemaborized Rodger Schmitt was appointed by Governor
forest recreation areas. lloas Michigan residentsChristine Gregoire to the Washington State Parks
to voluntarily contribute $10 to the parks systemnd Recr eati on Commi ssi o
when they pay their annual vehicle registration feas effective March 6th and is foryeér term. He

The legislation eliminates the need for the currenvery excited to join the Commission, but will face
special vehicle parks permit, which c@®24. a daunting challenge with a 25% reduction facing
Instead of a specific permit, an official Michigatate parks as its share of the estimated $8.5 billion
license plate will serve as the parks passport.  deficit facing the State of Washington.
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